	Disaster Preparedness

Get Ready with 2 Steps a Month
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Dear neighbors,                               

Month 6 is Essential Documents & First Steps.
After the disaster, you’ll want to be able to access bank accounts and insurance companies so it’s important that you have your must-have documents. The other thing is that after a disaster people tend not to think their best. We’re going to have a list of First Steps to help remind you of things to do to minimize injuries and loss of additional damage to property.

Step 1: Essential Documents*

· Review existing property, health and life insurance policies for the amount and extent of coverage for all possible hazards.
· Document possessions: take photos or a video of the interior and exterior of your home. Include personal belongings in your inventory. (This video can be used to make a claim with the insurance company after a disaster. Have it stored in the cloud or someplace safe.) FEMA has a Financial Preparedness toolkit, http://www.ready.gov/financialpreparedness.

· Store important documents such as insurance policies, deeds, property records, and other important papers in a safe place, such as a safety deposit box away from your home.

· Make copies of important documents, such as identification, insurance policies and finance records in a secure, waterproof container and keep with your emergency kit.

· Keep a small amount of cash or traveler’s checks in a safe place where you can quickly get them if you need to evacuate.
 
* Adapted from Are You Ready? An In-depth Guide to Citizen Preparedness from Ready.gov/FEMA.gov
Step 2: First Steps

There is a myth that many people panic after a disaster. Instead people are not thinking at their best. This is where training or a guide can help folks make better decisions.  The First Steps sheet will help you remember some of the things that you need to do. You’ll want your neighbors to know if you are ok or need help and will print out the “OK/Help” card. You’ll staple Band-aids to the “OK/Help” card and they will be used after a disaster to tape your status on a window or door. Store this card and the First Steps sheet under your bed with your shoes, flashlight, leather gloves and map of your neighborhood gas meters. If you’re doing this program at work or in your neighborhood, decide on where you will all meet after a disaster. It is helpful if it’s a covered space that is visible since it could be raining.

Do Now!

Print out the “OK/Help” signs and staple two Band-aids to the sign. Print out the First Steps sheet. Put both of these under your bed.

Determine where your neighbors or co-workers will meet after a disaster. Write this down on the First Steps sheet.

Tip of the month: During an emergency ATM machines may not be working. Having some cash on hand is helpful. Make sure bills you have small bills. 

Checklist

	Step 1: Essential Documents

	(
	Have a way to access important documents after a disaster. 

	(
	Do a paper, photo or video documentation of your possessions if you have insurance that would cover replacement.

	Step 2: First Steps

	(
	Print out OK/Help signs and staple 2 Band-aids to it. Put under bed.

	(
	Print out the First Steps sheet. Store it under your bed. 

	(
	Decide where as a neighborhood/work team you will meet. Write it down on the First Steps sheet.


Visit 2stepsamonth.weebly.com to download these forms or share the program with others.
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